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Inclusive and sustainable rural
developmentin the Western

Balkans: Strategies and Learn more '

opportunities for Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Albania, Serbia,
and Montenegro

The rural development landscapes of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Albania, Serbia, and
Montenegro are shaped by unique socio-
economic, cultural, and environmental
factors. These nations face diverse
challenges, from limited infrastructure and
rural depopulation to high youth
unemployment.

Yet, opportunities abound, particularly in sectors like
agriculture, agro-tourism, and traditional c rafts.

Rural development in these countries is integral not only to
the economic viability of their regions but also to their
cultural preservation and ecological sustainability.

Each country’s approach to rural development emphasizes
distinct strategies.
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Exploring strategic approaches in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Albania, Serbia, and Montenegro

Each country’s approach to rural development emphasizes distinct strategies.
Bosnia and Herzegovina focuses on aligning agricultural policies with European
Union (EU) standards, seeing agriculture as a crucial lever for economic growth.
Albania’s rural development centers on its rich natural resources and a growing
agro-tourism sector, leveraging cultural heritage foreconomic revitalization.

Serbia underscores the importance of small family farms and innovation in
agriculture, while Montenegro prioritizes tourism and skills development as paths
toward addressing rural depopulation and unemployment. Despite their different
trajectories, these countries share a common goal: fostering inclusive, sustainable
rural development. Through strategic investments and policies, they aim to
empower rural communities and build resilient rural economies, which will be
explored in detail across the next chapters.

Bosnia and Herzegovina’s path to rural development

Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) faces several hurdles in rural development,
including outdated agricultural practices, weak infrastructure, and political
complexities. With a significant portion of its population engaged in agriculture,
the country views the sector as critical to its rural economy. BiH’s strategy for
rural development is intricately linked to its aspirations for EU members hip,
which require aligning agricultural policies with EU standards through initiatives
like the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance for Rural Development (IPARD).
Key areas of focus include enhancing agricultural productivity, improving rural
infrastructure, and addressing rural depopulation.

The government has introduced programs such as the Strategic Plan for Rural
Development and partnerships like the EU4Agri project to support these
objectives. However, despite these efforts, challenges persist, particularly in
accessing EU funds due to political fragmentation and bureaucratic hurdles.
BiH’s rural development policy also emphasizes the importance of preserving
its rich natural resources and cultural heritage.

Programs promoting traditional crafts, eco-tourism, and sustainable
farming practices aim to enhance the livelihoods of rural populations while
maintaining the ecological balance and cultural identity of the regions.
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Albania’s agro-tourism revolution

Albania stands out for its integration of agro-tourism into rural development.
With a landscape rich in natural beauty, diverse climates, and a strong cultural
heritage, Albania sees rural tourism as a key driver of economic growth,
particularly in its more isolated regions.

By promoting sustainable tourism initiatives and agro-tourism ventures,
Albania is able to capitalize on its unique agricultural products and traditional
crafts, while simultaneously creating employment opportunities in rural areas.

The government has introduced the IPARD Ill program, which allocates
significant funds to agro-tourism and rural development, and created platforms
like “100 Villages” that aim to revitalize rural economies by promoting tourism
and traditional industries. Training in hos pitality, culinary tourism, and marketing
is essential to the success of these initiatives, and the country actively supports
young entrepreneurs in rural tourism.

The focus on agro-tourism also includes environmental sustainability, with
efforts made to protect Albania’s natural landscapes and promote organic
farming. This blend of economic development with cultural and ecological
preservation makes Albania a model for rural revitalization in the region.




Serbia’s focus on family
farming and innovation

Serbia’s rural development is rooted
in its agricultural heritage, particularly
small family farms, which are seen as
vital to the country’s economic and
social fabric.

Family farming is «central to
maintaining the rural landscape,
preserving traditional agricultural
practices, and ensuring food security.
Serbia’s National Program for Rural
Development emphasizes the need
for innovation and diversification in
agriculture to remain competitive in
an evolving global market.

The country’s rural development policies
focus on enhancing agricultural productivity,
promoting sustainable resource
management, and empowering  rural
communities through education and skills
training.

Serbiais also committed to preserving its traditional agricultural products, with
efforts to secure geographical indications to add value to these goods.

Technological innovation in agriculture is a growing priority, with the
government investingin digital skills and modern farming techniques.
Additionally, Serbia’s approach to rural developmentincludes strengthening its
infrastructure, promoting eco-tourism, and supporting rural entrepreneurship,

particularly among youth and women.



Montenegro’s challenges and opportunities

Montenegro faces significant challenges in rural development, especially in its
northern regions, where depopulation and high unemployment rates persist.
The country is actively working to address these issues through strategic
investments in skills development, tourism infrastructure, and sustainable
development. Montenegro views rural tourism as a critical driver of economic
growth, leveraging its natural landscapes and cultural assets to attract tourists
and create jobs.

The government has implemented several rural development strategies,
including the Rural Tourism Development Program, which aims to enhance the
tourism sector while preserving the natural and cultural heritage of rural areas.
Additionally, investments in infrastructure, such as improving road networks
and internet connectivity, are vital for fostering entrepreneurship and attracting
young people back to rural regions.

Training programs focused on entrepreneurship, financial management, and
digital literacy are crucial for empowering Montenegro’s rural population,
particularly the youth. By equipping them with the necessary skills and
resources, Montenegro hopes to reverse rural depopulation trends and foster
sustainable, inclusive growth.
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Long-Term Sustainability

We aim for long-termsustainability by
integrating resultsintolocal living
labs and existing EU initiatives, ensuring
continued accessibility and impact
beyond the project’s duration.
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A shared vision for inclusive
. rural development

Despite their unique challenges, Bosnia and
. Herzegovina, Albania, Serbia, and Montenegro
share a unified vision forinclusive and sustainable
rural development. By aligning policies with EU
standards and utilizing available EU funds, they aim
to unlock the full potential of their rural economies.
Key to this progress is the empowerment of rural
communities through education, infrastructure
improvements, and support for entrepreneurs hip.
A focus on agro-tourism, traditional crafts, and
sustainable agriculture offers promising pathways
for growth. These strategies collectively work to
bridge economic gaps, preserve cultural heritage,
and create sustainable livelihoods, paving the way
forresilientrural economies and inclusive growth.

www.ruraliteast.eu
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